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	What should I already know?

	· he Water Cycle
· How we use rivers
· Major rivers of the World
· Rivers in our local area


	Key Vocabulary
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	What will I know by the end of this topic?

	· I will know the features of a river
· I will know the human and physical causes of flooding
· I will know about the features, plants and animals, people and the economy of the Amazon River
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+ The Amazon River is located in South America. It runs through
Guyana, Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia and Peru.
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e There are no bridges that cross the Amazon, mostly because there
is no need, the majority of the Amazon River runs through
rainforests rather than roads or cities.
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FLOODING

A flood occurs whenever a river overflows its banks (exceeds ifs ‘bankfull’ discharge)
However, a flood becomes a problem when the water rises to a level where it threatens

property and/or ife. Rivers usually flood due fo a range of physical factors
These physical factors can be divided info climatic factors and drainage basin
characteristics. Human Infervention can also make flooding worse

HUMAN CAUSES OF FLOODING PHYSICAL CAUSES OF FLOODING
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Eroded materials are carried by the river and released,
building up the land on the inside of the bend where the
water flows more slowly.

As meanders grow, two meanders can merge together
through erosion. The water takes this newer, shorter
course. The river eroded materials which block
off the old part of the river forming an oxbow lake.
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The Course of a River

The Upper Course

Rain falling on high ground
collects in channels and flows
downwards forming a stream.
Streams run downhill and join
other streams, increasing in
size and speed, forming a river.
The river here flows quickly
and the channel has steep sides
and runs through valleys.
Features include - waterfalls
and rapids.

The Middle Course

Fast flowing water causes
erosion making the river
deeper and wider.

Features include - meanders.

The Lower Course

Rivers flow with less force due to being on flat land.
The river deposits the eroded material that it
has carried.

Riverbanks have shallower sides.

Features include - floodplains, deltas and estuaries.
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bank [The riverban s the land at the side of the iver

basin [T and water mst cros t reach . rver. 1 collects ll available water from|
ibutares, creeks and streams in s aren.

bed [ The b i th bottom of  rive. A ivrbed can be made of sand, rcks or mud|
depending on th rver.

canal - man-made watsrway tha = used % that boat can transport goods acros|
the country

current [The strength and speed of the iver. Water alwags flows downl;th steper
the ground i, the stronger the current willbe.

confluence | The junction oftwo rivers,especialy rivers of approximately equal width |

delta (% vide muddy or sandy area where some rvers mest the sea. The river slows|
doun and drops allthe sediment it wes caring

downstream | The direction that the water flows, downhill twwards thesea.

erosion. 5 fust flowing river can_damage the riverbanks and wash. bts of ther|
downstream, making the iver wider

estuary Where  rive reaches the ocean and the river and ocean mix.Estuaris are|
normally wide and fat.

oodplain [The it area around a river thatofen get looded when the evl of water
the river i high.

Jresh water | Rainwater that falls from thesky has o salt in i W call ti resh water.

meander (1 river that follows  winding course.

mouth [T end of rver where it flows int the sea, anothr river or a lake.

salt water [T type of water i seas and oceans.

i Sl bit of dirt or sand that are cariedalong by a rver

e [The start of a iver s (s source. This could be a sping on a hillsde, a ake o
bog o marsh. A iver may have more than one source.

stream [ small river

tidal river [ the end of o river, near the ocean, water from the s flows up the river|
when the ide comes in. This part of the iver is called il

tributary [ smallr rver or stream that joins a bg rver.

upstream [T opposie direction to the way the water in arve flows_

watershed Viater flowes down the side of nills o ivers, but waterthat Lands on oppost|

s of the same hill might flow ino different rives. The watershe i th|

oundary between two iver basins.
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The Amazon River is the second longest river in the world and
has the largest capacity. The river is six miles wide at its
widest point.

The river’s source is formed by melting glaciers found high in
the mountains of Peru. It then flows through Brazil, Ecuador,
Bolivia, Colombia, Peru and Venezuela before flowing into the
Atlantic Ocean. The Amazon flows through the largest
rainforest in the world (some say it is the longest).
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Amazon River Facts




